Abstract
By Daniela Kallinich
Title: The Mouvement Démocrate — a party in the center of French politics
(original: The Mouvement Démocrate - history and anatomy

of a French center party)
Springer, Wiesbaden 2019

Table of Contents

1 Introduction

1.1  Research Questions

1.2 Object of Investigation and Approach
1.3 Current State of Research

1.4  Theoretical Links

1.5  Scientific Approach

1.6 Mix of Methods

2 Party Research — Theoretical and Practical Questions
2.1  Definition: Party

2.2 Parties in Organizational Sociology

2.3 Analyzing the Organization of Parties

2.4 External Framework Conditions

2.5  Organizational Learning

2.6 Characteristics of Small Parties

3 External Framework Conditions of Parties in France

3.1  The Political System in France: Institiuitional Conditions for Parties and their
Transformation

3.2 The French Party System

3.3  Strategic Determining Factors

3.4  Social Determining Factors: About Old and New Cleavages

3.5  Political Culture in France

3.6 Interim Conclusion: A Window of Opportunity for the Foundation of a New
Independent Center Party?

4 Centre and Centrisme in France — an Attempt at a Definition
4.1  Etymological and Historical Derivation

4.2  The Center as a Place of Political Practice

4.3  Governing From The Center

4.4  Characteristics of the Center

4.5  Interim Conclusion

5 The Development of Center Parties from Their Foundation to World War |1
5.1 Historical Context

5.2  The Christian Democrats

5.3  The Liberals



5.4

6.1
6.2
6.3

7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4

8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9
8.10

9.1
9.2
9.3
9.4
9.5
9.6
9.7

10

10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
10.5
10.6

11

111
11.2
11.3

12
121
12.2

The Parti Radical

The Development of Center Parties in the 4th Republic
The Mouvement Républicain Populaire

The Liberals

The Parti Radical

The Development of Center Parties in the 5th Republic
The Radicals: Marginalization of the Oldest Party

The Liberals on Track for Success

The Christian Democrats

Interim Conclusion

The Union pour la Démocratie Francaise
Historical Context

The Starting Point of the Foundation of UDF
UDF as an Object of Research

The Foundation of UDF

The ,,Happy Years* of UDF

The UDF as a Party in Opposition
Developments in Different Components
Trying to Reform UDF

The Slow Collapse of the Federation

Interim Result: The UDF — an Organisation on the Brink of Desintegration

The Age of Bayrou

Francois Bayrou — a Portrait

Disintegration

A Weakened Party Makes a Comeback to the Center

Prior to the Presidential Elections: 1999-2002

On the Road to Independence

A Window of Opportunity for the Independent Center

Result: Nouvelle UDF Previous to the 2007 Presidential Elections

The Presidential Elections of 2007

The Baseline

The Electoral Campaign

Bayrou — a Populist Politician?

The Elecotrate

Interim Conclusion: The Presidential Candidacy of 2007

The Nouvelle UDF Prior to the Foundation of the Mouvement Démocrate

The Foundation of the Mouvement Démocrate

The Initial Situation After the First Ballot of the 2007 Election
Consolidation: June 2007 to October 2008

Interim Conclusion: The Foundation

Party Analysis: The Mouvement Démocrate
The Objectives of MoDem
Social Glue, Doctrine and Identity



12.3  Organizational Framework

12.4  Organizational Practice

12.6  Result: The Organization of MoDem

13 Conclusion: The center on his turing point
13.1 Party Change in the Center: An Exception?

13.2  The Importance of Different Determining Factors
13.3  An Attempt at Standardization

13.4 The MoDem: A Failing Party?

13.5 The Center is Dead — Long Live the Center!
Epilogue

Bibliography and List of References



Abstract

For a fleeting moment in 2007 it seemed as if the French party system was in for a massive
change. The foundation of the Mouvement Démocrate (MoDem) as an independent center party
without attachment to any political camp, put apparent basic rules of political life in France in
question. After all, the centrists surrounding party chief Francois Bayrou did not want to subject
themselves to bipolarization any longer.

This dissertation analyzes, which developments lead to this strategic decision, how this change
within the party happened and which consequences they had for the party itself and the French
party landscape as a whole. The focus of the analysis is on the Christian democratic, the liberal
and the radical party families. With tools derived from organizational sociology and focusing
on the election year of 2007, the change is looked at in more and more detail.

The question of crucial actors, internal and external framework conditions is taking up center
stage.

With the help of participatory observations and qualitative interviews, the process of change
and its implications is traced. Key actors of the party leadership, as well as rank and file
members are consulted.

This way, insights into the inner workings, communication and inner party democracy can be
gained. Here, the Internet, i.e. digital communication paths are especially significant. It also
becomes clear, which difficulties change poses to sluggish organizations such as parties and
which particularities derive from this in the French system. Especially the clash of
representatives of party tradition and innovation, who each pursued different interests, led to
significant difficulties in the case of MoDem.

Using more or less successful election campaigns as examples, the performance of the newly
founded party is portrayed from different angles and the negative impact of conflicts of
objectives and interests, but also practical organizational weaknesses are shown.

Of particular importance is the party’s leader, Frangois Bayrou, whose biography is presented
and whose influence on the change within the party is shown in detail. His role as an agent of
change, almost successful presidential candidate and relatively independent party leader have
had a massive influence on the center party since the beginning of the Millennium.

All'in all, the analysis is making a contribution to the understanding of parties and their change
in France and, at the same time, helps with the classification of change within the French party
system in the years 2000 to 2012.



